Table S2. Degrees of freedom. Degrees of freedom (df) per region best describing the age-varying distribution of bodyweight as the four components in the Box Cox Power Exponential (BCPE) model. All models were run using a square root age transformation. A linear fit in models corresponds to 
0(df)
	
	
	df()
	Df()
	df()
	df()
	 Splines

	AFRO
	Males: Angola, Benin, Djibouti, Gabon, Swaziland, The Congo, Uganda
	11
	1
	1
	1
	cubic

	
	Males: other Countries1
	13
	1
	1
	1
	cubic

	
	Females: Burundi, The Congo, Kenya, Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, Swaziland
	11
	1
	1
	1
	penalized

	
	Females: other Countries2
	14
	1
	1
	2
	penalized

	PAHO
	Males: all
	16
	2
	1
	1
	cubic

	
	Females: all
	19
	3
	1
	1
	cubic

	SEARO+WPRO
	Males: Thailand, Indonesia, Solomon islands
	13
	1
	0
	0
	cubic

	
	Males: other countries3
	15
	1
	0
	0
	cubic

	
	Females: Thailand, Indonesia,  Philippines
	1
	1
	1
	0
	cubic

	
	Females: other countries4
	15
	1
	1
	1
	cubic


1 i.e. Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Rep., Chad, Comoros, Democratic republic of Congo, Eritrea, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, The Gambia, Togo, Zambia, Zimbabwe
2i.e. Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Rep., Chad, Comoros, Democratic republic of Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tanzania, The Gambia, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe  
3ii.e.Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia, India, Laos, Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Vanuatu and Vietnam.
4i.e.Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Cambodia, India, Laos, Nepal, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Vanuatu and Vietnam
