
Google Scholar
(n = 150)

Duplicates
(n = 878)

Irrelevant records
(n = 3,311)

Records Screened by Title and 
Abstract

(n = 3,481)

Embase
(n = 931)

Global Health
(n = 439)

MEDLINE
(n = 1,961)

Full texts reviewed
(n = 171 )

Full texts meeting criteriaa

(n = 69)

Records excluded at full text review
(n = 102)

Wrong outcomes: n = 57
Full text unavailable: n = 27
Incidence not explicit: n = 4

Reviews used for reference checking: n = 4
Incidence not disaggregated appropriately: 5

No good control in an intervention study: n = 5

New records obtained through 
screening references in reviews

(n =1) 

Stevens et al. Database
(n = 266)

Full reports reviewedb

(n = 144)

Full texts meeting criteria
(n = 1)

Preliminary Search
Dates searched:  19 June 2019

Date restriction: 1 January 1990 – 19 June 2019

Updated review
Dates searched: 28 February 2024

Date restriction: 1 January 1990 – 28 February 2024

Extended literature search
Date searched: 3 January 2023

Individual Studies Identifiedc

(n = 32)

Full texts reviewed
(n = 191 )

Full texts meeting criteriaa

(n = 13)

Records excluded at full text review
(n = 178)

Preliminary search for 
Jones et al. review on 

knowledge of HIV status 
among WESW

(n = 8,112)
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